
 

 

October:  National Planning Month 

National Community Planning Month is Here  

Learn more about National Community Planning Month at www.planning.org/ncpm. 

 

Gastonia earned the Great Places NC award in 2012 by the NC Chapter of the National Planning 

Association for its planning efforts in downtown revitalization. 

 

APA-NC writes, “Gastonia’s downtown is a story of revival and resurgence. Main Avenue has a 

rich history as a bustling retail center. In the 1970s and ‘80s, however, it suffered from the 

outmigration of people and jobs to the suburbs. Buildings sat dormant and the street grew quiet 

through much of the ‘90s and 2000s. Piecemeal revitalization efforts produced few results. Then, 

city planners supported by city management began formulating a vision that would transform 

and re-energize Main Avenue. The process began with a two-day public workshop in which 

citizens shared their ideas for improving the streetscapes and public realm. The resulting 

Downtown Streetscape and Public Realm Plan was endorsed by the community and city officials 

and serves as the blueprint that guides the step-by-step revitalization of Main Avenue and the 

downtown area. Implementation of the plan has brought residents and businesses back once 

again to Main Avenue. Many organizations, businesses and individuals have made significant 

investments in time, resources, and money to enhance the Main Avenue area. For example, local 

Rotarians raised $350,000 to build Rotary Centennial Pavilion, an outdoor stage and park that 

has become Gastonia’s public gathering place. In addition, downtown businesses supported a 

special taxing district that has invested more than $700,000 to fund programs and physical 

improvements to enhance Main Avenue and the surrounding area. New gathering spaces for 

events, public art, landscaping, and pedestrian amenities encourage visitors to frequent the many 

new restaurants, pubs, coffee shops, and art galleries. Successful building and infrastructure 

investment, new businesses, and consistent events programming are helping to rejuvenate our 

hometown. Gastonia’s downtown is still finding its way back to where it was years ago, but the 

recent turnaround is evident to all who visit Main Avenue.” 

https://www.planning.org/ncpm/

