
As part of Women’s History Month, this list highlights just a few of the women who have made 

notable contributions to the planning field. Not all are planners, having disparate professions and 

expertise like activist, programmer, and architect. This list was compiled with suggestions by Ariella 

Cohen, from an online article called Urban Influences: Six Women Making Things Happen in Cities.  

Jane Jacobs 

 

One cannot have a list of notable women in the planning field without mentioning Jane Jacobs. Jane 

Jacobs was an activist and author in both New York and Toronto, well-known for her unconventional 

take on planning, architecture and economics in the 1960s. She fearlessly and openly criticized 

conventional planning practices during that time such as urban renewal, modern architecture and 

highway projects. While she made a name for herself writing for magazines such as Architectural Forum, 

she is most well-known for her books The Death and Life of Great American Cities and the Economy of 

Cities. She introduced concepts such as “eyes on the street” and “social capital”, arguing that the mixed 

uses that urban renewal was geared to destroy and replace in fact make a city energetic, safe and 

economically vital. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Jacobs 

http://www.citylab.com/politics/2011/11/jane-jacobs-and-power-women-planners/502/ 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jane_Jacobs
http://www.citylab.com/politics/2011/11/jane-jacobs-and-power-women-planners/502/


Jennifer Pahlka 

 

Jennifer Pahlka most recently served as US Deputy Chief Technology Officer for the Obama 
Administration but is most well-known for founding Code for America. Code for America is a non-profit 
that aims to make government more transparent and connected. It is the civic tech movement’s Teach 
for America, importing talented young coders into public urban institutions where they create new open 
source apps that can offer simple solutions to government and their citizenry. Code for America helps 
government work more like the Internet. The largest program by numbers is the Brigade, which 
comprises local groups of civic hackers and other community volunteers who meet regularly to support 
the technology, design, and open data efforts of their local governments. Over 5,000 people in the US 
are involved in a Code for America Brigade. Through the Fellowship program, small teams of developers 
and designers work with a city, county or state government for a year, building open source apps and 
helping spread awareness of how contemporary technology works among the government workforce 
and leadership. Code for America also runs a Peer Network for innovators in local government. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code_for_America 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Pahlka 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jennifer_pahlka_coding_a_better_government 

https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/urban-influencers-six-women-making-things-happen-in-cities 
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Majora Carter  

 

Majora Carter is an Urban Revitalization Strategist and Real Estate Developer. She started her career as 
an activist in the South Bronx area of NYC where she advocated the development of Hunt’s Point 
Riverside Park which had been an illegal garbage dump on the banks of the Bronx River. Her TED talk 
was one of the first six publicly released talks to launch the TED.com website in 2006. In 2007, Majora 
was one of the first advocates of the green jobs movement in the US, co-founding Green for All, an 
organization whose goal is to build a green economy while simultaneously lifting citizens out of poverty. 
Since its founding, co-founder Van Jones has built up their vision and done work in among other things, 
supporting Flint, Michigan in their water crisis, and in efforts such as Greening the Church, engaging 
congregants in making green choices. 

In 2007, while running Sustainable South Bronx, Majora Carter introduced MIT’s first ever Mobile fab 
lab (digital fabrication laboratory) to the South Bronx, where it served as an early iteration of the “maker 
spaces” found elsewhere today. The project drew residents and visitors together for guided and creative 
collaborations. 

Currently Carter runs the Majora Carter Group, a consulting company that helps clients reach goals such 
as green solutions, environmental equality and economic development. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Majora_Carter 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_for_All 
http://www.majoracartergroup.com/bio.html 
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Janette Sadik-Khan 

 

Janette Sadik-Khan was commissioner of the NYC Department of Transportation from 2007-2013, 

leading one of the most sweeping revitalizations of the city’s streets in a half-century. During that time, 

in a busy city not known for being particularly pedestrian or bike friendly, New York City added nearly 

400 miles of bike lanes, parking-protected bike paths, and pedestrian plazas and spaces including 

Time Square, in quick time, using temporary materials. Sadik-Khan directed the launch of Citi Bike, 

the largest bike share system in the US. In 2014 New York was voted as the country’s most bike 

friendly city in Bicycle Magazine’s list of the 50 best bicycling cities in the US. Sadik-Khan currently 

advises mayors of cities around the world as a principal at Bloomberg Associates , a philanthropic 

consultancy established by Michael Bloomberg to help cities around the world improve the quality 

of life of their citizens. Sadik-Khan is author of the book “Streetfight: Handbook for an Urban 

Revolution.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janette_Sadik-Khan 

http://www.jsadikkhan.com/about.html 
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Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk  

 

 

Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk is an American architect and urban planner. She is most well known for being a 

proponent of New Urbanism, an urban design movement that promotes the creation of walkable, 

compact, mixed-used communities composed of a range of housing and job types. She co-founded the 

Congress of New Urbanism, launched in 1992 with a charter that sets forth the key tenets of the 

movement. She is a founding partner with her husband, Andres Duany, of the firm DPZ (Duany Plater-

Zyberk & Company, Architects and Town Planners), which received international acclaim for its creation 

of Seaside, Florida, which exemplifies the appeal and vitality of the New Urbanism philosophy. She was 

selected by the City of Miami to help write and implement Miami 21, a new zoning code intended to 

promote pedestrian activity with wider sidewalks, narrower roads, tree-lined streets, and pedestrian-

friendly building facades. Plater-Zyberk was dean of the University of Miami’s School of Architecture 

from 1995- 2013. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Plater-Zyberk 

http://www.miami.edu/index.php/news/releases/school_of_architecture_dean_elizabeth_plater-

zyberk_to_step_down/ 
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Toni Griffin 

 

As an urban planner, professor and architect, Toni Griffin was asked to come to Detroit to help figure 
out what to do with the overwhelming amount of land not being utilized in the city (100,000 vacant lots 
and 80,000 vacant homes) along with many other urban issues. By this time she had worked as an 
architect and planner in designing private development, focused on planning and heritage tourism 
initiatives in NYC and in Washington DC oversaw redevelopment projects. For Detroit, she served as 
Project Director in the long range planning initiative of the Detroit Work Project, a 12-18 month effort to 
map the city’s future, and in 2013 completed and released Detroit Future City, a comprehensive citywide 
framework plan for urban transformation including land use, building assets, city systems, 
neighborhoods, and economic growth. Griffin is currently Professor of Urban Planning at Harvard 
Graduate School of Design. 

https://www.ted.com/speakers/toni_griffin 

http://www.architectmagazine.com/design/urbanism-planning/can-this-planner-save-detroit_o 
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