
NEW SECTIONS TO THE GUIDELINES (NOW STANDARDS): 
Trees 
Reference Gastonia’s Acceptable Tree Species List in Appendix D when undertaking any project that may 
require tree removal and replanting. 
 

 Retain existing trees that define the district’s character. 

 Identify and take care to protect significant existing trees and other plantings when constructing 
new buildings, additions, or site structures such as garages. 

 When tree removal is needed or desired, for any reason including death/disease, Gastonia’s 
Municipal Arborist must be consulted and the written recommendation must be provided to the 
HDC along with an application for removal, before removal is granted. This standard includes trees 
in front, side, and rear yards.  

 Trees less than eight (8) inches in diameter at the base may be removed in front, side, and rear 
yards with Administrative approval. 

 New construction that impacts healthy trees must be reviewed by the HDC.  

 The HDC may require the planting of additional trees to replace a mature canopy that is removed. 

 Do not “top” trees in an attempt to reduce tree size. After a tree is topped, it grows back rapidly in 
an attempt to replace its missing leaves. Additionally, tree topping hurts trees, shortens their lives 
and creates dangerous trees that will drop branches in the future. 

 In addition to the requirements of these standards, all applicable provisions of the Gastonia Tree 
Ordinance (Chapter 20) must be complied with. 

 
Accessory Buildings 
a. Retain and repair historic outbuildings where possible. Where repair is not possible, an application 

for demolition will be necessary.  
b. Design new outbuildings to be compatible with the style and character of the primary historic 

building on the site, especially in scale, elements, and roof form. Any new outbuilding must be 
clearly secondary to the main structure on the site. See the New Construction section. 

c. Locate new storage buildings or carports in rear or side yard locations that are visually screened 
from the street. 

a. Install prefabricated buildings that are compatible in size, scale, form, height, proportion, 
materials, and detail with other accessory structures in the district. Do not site prefabricated 
sheds in locations that are visible from the street. Sheds with barn style roof lines and doors 
are not allowed. 

Shutters:  
a. Retain any original shutters and hardware.  
b. Replace shutters that are beyond repair to match the size and design of the original shutter. 
c.  Vinyl and aluminum shutters are not appropriate.  
d. If size permits, size new shutters to fit the window opening 
e. Shutters on multiple or bay windows are not appropriate.  
f. Buildings that historically never had shutters should remain that way. 
g. The design of new shutters to be architecturally consistent with the building’s style. 
h. Despite being wood, barn-style, farm-style or stained cedar shutters are not architecturally 

consistent with any building in Gastonia’s Local Historic Districts and are not allowed. 
 
 
 



 
 

UPDATES TO EXISTING GUIDELINES: updates are shown in italics and underlined. 
 
Fences and Walls 
a. Use natural materials for fences and walls especially those that can be seen from the street. 
Appropriate materials are wood, brick, stone and cast iron.  Materials and style should blend with 
buildings, walls and fences found in the neighborhood. Aluminum fences that mimic wrought iron are 
allowed. Vinyl fencing is not allowed. Stain or paint wood fencing. 
 
d. Historically, fencing in the side yards has been low and decorative in nature to preserve sight vistas.  

A 3’ fence height is appropriate in the side yard, however, when topography, the proximity of the 
neighboring use or the type of the neighboring use suggests more privacy is appropriate, proposed 
heights for up to a maximum of 6’ will be reviewed.  
 

b. Do not use fences to screen front yards, rather front yard fences should be open and decorative in 
nature.  The maximum height for front yard fences is 3 feet along all public rights-of-way, however, 
when topography, the proximity of the neighboring use or the type of the neighboring use suggests more 
privacy is appropriate, proposed heights of up to 4’ will be reviewed. Fencing may be used to screen 
parking areas or mechanical systems.  
 
e. Confine privacy fencing to the rear yard. Privacy fencing of 6’ in height is allowed, however, when 

topography, the proximity of the neighboring use or the type of the neighboring use suggests more 
privacy is appropriate, proposed heights of up to 8’ will be reviewed. Install decorative privacy 
fencing with decorative tops such as lattice, scalloped, or finished with a top rail. Solid, stockade 
privacy fences are not allowed.   In all cases, install posts that are taller than the fence section with 
decorative finials (post caps). 

 
f. Screen existing utilitarian chain link or other inappropriate fencing from view from the street. 
New chain link fencing is not allowed, except for use on educational properties.  Repairs to existing chain 
link fence sections may be allowed, up to 50% of a fence run (area between right angles).  Greater 
damage will require installation of a new fence type along that fence run (or the entire fence).  
 
Fenestration (Windows, Doors) 
 
d. When replacement of deteriorated windows is required, or new ones must be added, imitate 
the original in size, scale, detail, pane and/or panel configuration.  Do not install windows with two-
dimensional simulations of pane subdivisions, such as snap-in muntins or Grilles between the Glass 
(GBG). If not true divided light, install Simulated Divided Light (SDL) windows with three dimensional 
grills affixed to both the interior and exterior of the window with shadow bars between insulated glass 
panes. Materials are somewhat flexible; however style, design, and proportion are very important and 
should be based on the style and period of the structure. 
 
Exterior Colors 
 
e. Utilize two or three colors on a house, including a body color, a trim color, and an accent color for 
doors, shutters, etc. if desired 


